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What We offer
This programme is open to visual artists and proposals should demon-
strate how the situation and context of CWU would benefit their work. 
We are offering three visual artists (national and international) the opp- 
ortunity to undertake a two-week period at CWU. The opportunity 
includes access to the research library and studio space at CWU, self- 
catering accommodation in a shared house and support from our 
curatorial team. A research stipend of €400 plus a supplement of €100 
towards travel and/or material costs. At the end of the residency, artists 
will be invited to give an informal presentation of their research. The 
format of the presentation is open and can be discursive or a short  
text or report. 

A short statement regarding your research and how  
it relates to the residence context (500 words max.)
Up to date CV
4–6 examples of work, e.g. images or links to  
online content
Please state your preferred residency dates

•

•
•

•

Applications and any queries should be emailed to 
workhouseunion@gmail.com

For further information visit 
facebook.com/CallanWorkhouseUnion

Dates of residency:
Dates available between 1 June and 30 September 2016

Application deadline:
5pm, 10 May 2016

hoW to apply

Callan is a small town in Co. Kilkenny that 
has established itself as a centre for arts 
practice. For more than 16 years of ongoing 
development, the impact of arts activities 
has been far reaching, with a particular focus 
on social and cultural impact on our rural 
town and hinterland.

Workhouse Guild is funded through an Arts 
Council Visual Arts Project Award.

Callan Workhouse union is a newly 
developing shared space for art, design, re- 
search and community activities at semi-
derelict wing of Callan workhouse. Since 2013,  
artist and designer-led projects have been 
accumulating use and meaning for the build- 
ings new life, bringing access for the public 
to this significant historic building in our town.

The research residency forms part of the  
wider year-long Workhouse Guild pro-
gramme, which includes a film commission 
by Deirdre O’Mahony and Soil Guild a week-
long themed group residency programme 
in September (call out in June). Workhouse 
Guild builds on the accumulation of previous  
work at CWU including Workhouse Assembly 
(2013) and Workhouse Union (2015). Work-
house Guild signposts towards our ambition 
to develop a dedicated workshop facility 
for art, design and craft collaboration and 
commissions at CWU. Workhouse Guild is led 
by the curatorial and producer team at CWU: 
Hollie Kearns, Eilis Lavelle, Rosie Lynch and 
Orlaith Treacy.

appendix

Callan Workhouse Union (CWU) 
is a shared space for art, design, 
research and community activities 
within a very specific heritage 
context. We are now inviting 
applications for Workhouse 
Guild. This two-week residency 
programme is open to visual 
artists to develop research within 
the context of CWU research 
library, studios and environs. 

Workhouse Guild examines the  
role of making, skill and crafts-
manship in contemporary visual 
arts practice. Since medieval  
times guilds have had an endur- 
ing legacy on design and craft 
traditions. In his book The 
Craftsman, Richard Sennett 
describes guilds as ‘joined 
skill in community’ allowing 
creative developments through 
partnerships and communal 
participation. Workhouse Guild 
residency programme is focused 
on self-directed practice and 
context specific exploration but 
applicants are encouraged to 
draw on the wider context of 
Kilkenny and its craft and design 
heritage. Artists will have the 
freedom to work on a research-
based project with access to  
research facilities, shared dia-
logue and curatorial support.
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